Forms
To insert a form on your web page, we will begin with <form> and end with </form>. All of the FORM elements will be placed between the FORM tags.

In order for a form to function, it first needs to know how to send the information to the server. There are two methods, GET and POST.

METHOD="GET" - This method will append all of the information from a form on to the end of the URL being requested. 

METHOD="POST" - This method will transmit all of the information from a form immediately after the requested URL. This is the preferred method. 

In addition to a form needing to know how to send the information, it also needs to know where to send the information to be processed. The ACTION attribute will contain the URL to the form processing script or it may contain an email address.

Example Form: 

	<form action=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<INPUT type="text" size="10">
<type="Submit" VALUE="Submit">
</form>


Example Email Form: 

	<form action="mailto:you@yourdomain.com">
Name: <INPUT name="Name" value="" size="10">
Email: <INPUT name="Email" value="" size="10">
<INPUT type="submit" value="Submit">
</form>


The email form will simply process the information that is placed within your form and send it to your email address. A cgi script is not required. 

Notice when the ACTION attribute references an email address, you don't have to include the METHOD attribute.

Form Element Attributes 

Method - Determines which http method will be used to send the form's information to the web server. 
Action - The URL of the form processing script that resides on the server. This script will process the form's information. 
Enctype - Determines the method used to encode the form's information. This attribute may be left blank (default) unless you're using a file upload field. 
Target - Specifies the target frame or window for the response page. 

Form Element Properties 

• Text boxes
• Hidden
• Password
• Checkbox
• Radio button
• Submit
• Image submit
• Reset

These properties are specified by using the TYPE attribute within the form's INPUT element. 

INPUT 

	<INPUT TYPE="?">


Input Attributes 

TYPE - Type of input field 
NAME - Variable name sent to the form processing script. 
VALUE - Information associated with the variable name to be sent to the form processing script. 
MAXLENGTH - Maximum number of characters that may be placed within an input area. 
SIZE - The size of the input text area. 
CHECKED - Default button or box selection. 
TEXT BOXES 

	<INPUT TYPE="text">


Enables users to input text such as an email address. 

	<form method=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<INPUT type="TEXT" size="10" maxlength="30">
<INPUT type="Submit" VALUE="Submit">
</form>


Text Box Attributes 
TYPE - Text 
SIZE - The size of the text box specified in characters. 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script. 
VALUE - Will display a default area within the text box. 
MAXLENGTH - Maximum number of characters that may be placed within the text box. 
HIDDEN 

	<INPUT TYPE="hidden">


Used to send information to the form processing script that you don't want your visitors to see. Nothing will show through the browser. 

	<INPUT type="hidden" name="redirect" value="http://www.yourdomain.com/">


Hidden Attributes 
TYPE - Hidden 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
VALUE - The value of the hidden name expected by the form processing script. 
PASSWORD 

	<INPUT TYPE="password">


Used to enable users to enter a password. When a password is typed in, asterisks will appear instead of text. 
	<form method=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<INPUT type="password" size="10" maxlength="30">
<INPUT type="Submit" VALUE="Submit">
</form>


Password Attributes 
TYPE - Password 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
VALUE - Usually blank. 
SIZE - The size of the text box specified in characters. 
MAXLENGTH - Maximum number of characters that may be placed within the text box. 
CHECKBOX 

	<INPUT TYPE="checkbox">


Enables the user to select multiple options. 

	<form method=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<INPUT type="CHECKBOX" name="selection1"> Selection 1
<INPUT type="CHECKBOX" name="selection2"> Selection 2
<INPUT type="CHECKBOX" name="selection3"> Selection 3
<INPUT type="Submit" value="Submit">
</form>


Check Box Attributes 

TYPE - Checkbox 
CHECKED - Specifies a default selection. 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
VALUE - The value of the selected check box.

In the next part of this series, we will finish the form element properties and move on to some more advanced form options. Make sure you don't miss this powerful series.

In part one of this series, we went over Text boxes, Hidden, Password and the Checkbox Form Element Properties. We will now continue with the remaining properties. 

RADIO BUTTON 

	<INPUT type="radio">


Enables the user to select multiple options. 

	<form method=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<INPUT type="RADIO" name="selection1"> Selection 1
<INPUT type="RADIO" name="selection2"> Selection 2
<INPUT type="RADIO" name="selection3"> Selection 3
<INPUT type="Submit" value="Submit">
</form>


Radio Button Attributes 

TYPE - Radio 
CHECKED - Specifies a default selection. 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
VALUE - The value of the selected radio button. 
SUBMIT 

	<INPUT type="submit">


Enables users to submit the form information to the form processing script. 
	<INPUT type="SUBMIT" value="Submit">


Submit Attributes 

TYPE - Submit 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
VALUE - Specifies the text to be displayed on the submit button. 
IMAGE SUBMIT BUTTON 

	<INPUT type="image" SRC="url">


Enables users to submit the form information to the form processing script. Instead of the regular submit button, an image submit button will be displayed. 
	<INPUT type="image" name="submit" SRC="image.gif">


Image Submit Attributes 

TYPE - Image 
NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script. 
SRC – image url. 
RESET 

	<INPUT type="reset">


Enables users to clear a form if necessary. 

	<INPUT type="RESET" value="Reset">


Reset Submit Attributes 

TYPE - Reset 
VALUE - Specifies the text to be displayed on the reset 
button. 
SELECT 

	<select></select> 


Surrounds the code for a selection drop down menu. 

	<FORM METHOD=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<SELECT SIZE="5">
<option>option 1</option>
<option>option 2</option>
<option>option 3</options>
</select>
<INPUT type="Submit" value="Submit">
</form>


Select Attributes 

NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
SIZE - Specifies the number of visible selections. 
MULTIPLE - Enables users to select multiple selections. 
OPTION 

	<option> </option>


Used with the SELECT element to display the options. 

	<FORM METHOD=post ACTION="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
<select>
<option>option 1</option>
<option>option 2</option>
<option>option 3</option>
</select>
<INPUT type="Submit" VALUE="Submit">
</form>


Option Attributes 

SELECTED - Specifies a default selection. 
VALUE - Specifies the value of the variable in the select element. 

TEXTAREA 

	<textarea></textarea>


Specifies an open text area. 

	<form method=post action ="/cgi-bin/example.cgi">
Enter Your Comments:<BR>
<textarea wrap="virtual" name="Comments" rows=3 
cols=20 maxlength=100>
</textarea><BR>
<INPUT type="Submit" VALUE="Submit">
<INPUT type="Reset" VALUE="Clear">
</form>


Textarea Attributes 

NAME - Name of the variable to be processed by the form processing script.
COLS - The number of columns within the text area. 
ROWS - The number of rows within the text area.
WRAP - Specifies the text wrap. The default setting is off. 
The WRAP can be set to "VIRTUAL" or "PHYSICAL" and will wrap the text as the user types.

Tip: In order to properly format your form, you may want to place it within a table. 

Here is a basic email form set up within a table: 

	<form action="mailto:you@yourdomain.com">
<table border="0" cellpadding="2">
<tr>
<td><FONT face="Verdana" size=2>Name:</FONT></td>
<td><INPUT name="Name" value="" size="10"></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td><FONT face="Verdana" size=2>Email:</FONT></td>
<td><INPUT name="Email" value="" size="10"></td>
</tr>
<tr>
<td></td>
<td><INPUT type="submit" value="Submit"></td>
</tr>
</table>
</form>



Copyright © Shelley Lowery

